
Data for AI: 
2025  A Year in Review

An analysis of the growth in investment in data 
for AI among regions and business size.



2025 A Year in Review

The Market Landscape: Four Distinct Tiers

Data for AI

Bright Data was named as the stand-out 
leader in data infrastructure for AI by Forbes, 
citing massive growth of 50% year over year 
in AR, which is currently well over $300M 
and on track for $400M. 

Investment in AI solutions is driving AR 
growth. This report highlights investments 
that indicate specific AI use cases. 
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Tier 1:
GIANTS

(Google, AWS)

Tier 2:
ENTERPRISE 
SPECIALISTS
(Bright Data)

Tier 3:
TECH 

CHALLENGERS
(Zyte, Apify, 
ScraperAPI)

Tier 4:
SPECIALIZED 
INNOVATORS

(Diffbot, NetNut, 
Decodo)

https://www.forbes.com/sites/josipamajic/2025/11/20/inside-the-209-billion-battle-powering-ais-web-data-infrastructure-future/


Data for AI investment increase in first 10 months of 2025.

2025 A Year in Review
Specific to AI, businesses invested 262% more in 
their data for AI needs in the first 10 months of 2025.

DId you know? Leading AI labs' appetite for multimodal data radically increased in 2025, recently peaking at 10PB per day, 
and continuing to grow. This is roughly one million hours of 4K video every day, or 0.5b high-def images!v

Enterprise out invests SMEs by 61X in data for AI. 
What are they investing in that feeds their 
competitive edge?

● Multimodal training (text, video, images)
● Real-time pipelines
● Custom data delivery infrastructure

Data for AI



DId you know? Bright Data's Web Unlocker solves the top challenge AI training data: anti-bot protection. With a 99.95% success rate 
against even the most sophisticated defenses, companies pair it with datacenter proxies for cost optimization.

2025 A Year in Review

Two thirds of AI companies are using a data 
collection combination for agentic retrieval 
workflows. 

The SERP and  Unlocker API combination 
increase of 104% in the first 10 months of the 
year shows teams are racing to construct 
proprietary knowledge bases that serve the 
dual mandates of modern AI development. 

Together these tools provide context for the 
real time data agents capture. 

Data for AI

Use of tools for real-time data 
extraction & inference month over month



DId you know? The 1,631% growth in Web Scraper API usage reflects the AI industry's shift from manual data engineering to API-first infrastructure. 
Bright Data's Web Scraper API eliminates the need for in-house scraping teams—what took 6 engineers 3 months now takes 1 API call. 
This is why US and Chinese AI leaders both standardize on our platform for speed-to-market.

Exponential Web Scraper API growth is driven by 
the need for real-time social media and ecommerce 
data, and collecting LLM-generated content. As 
consumer behavior shifts toward AI search and 
discovery, businesses must monitor brand 
representation in these new content ecosystems.

Organizations doubled their investment in the 
connection to the live web and need to enrich deep 
research capabilities in 10 months. Agentic search is 
now a necessity for LLMs to innovate and compete. 

Static data is still in high demand. This as the basis 
of knowledge for training all AI from LLMs to more 
recently robotics, with image, video, and audio.
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Web scraper 
API

Data

SERP API

Top 3 products % avg revenue increase
Comparing January 2025 to October 2025

In the first 10 months of 2025, there was an increase 
in investment among our businesses in all tools. 



A message from the CEO

“The world’s leading AI companies are now racing to build proprietary 

knowledge bases to train models and enable agentic retrieval. 

That race is accelerating a dramatic surge in global data consumption, 

and it’s only the beginning. Bright Data sits at the center of this change, 

building the infrastructure that ensures the next generation of AI learns, 

adapts, and reasons from real‑time information.”

- Or Lenchner


